Book Club For Polar Regions Unit

4 Book selections:

Plenty of Penguins, Sonia Black, Hello Reader L1, Scholastic ®

Follow the Polar Bear, Sonia Black, Hello Reader L1, Scholastic ® 

Arctic Journey, Clare Meeker, Sunshine Level G, Wright Group ® 

Going to Antarctica, Mary Martin, Sunshine Level E, Wright Group ®

Day 1:

Explain the concept of book clubs.

Briefly show the four books to the class. Put books on 4 tables and have students rotate through the tables, spending 3-5 minutes at each one. After all books have been viewed, have place a copy of each book in each corner of the room. Have children "vote" on their favorite book, the one they would like to read during the book club, by going and standing in that corner. (No more than 6 in a corner--first come…) Take one more vote and then look over the choices that evening and make book assignments.

Day 2:

Focus on illustrations

Before reading: Explain how illustrators choose to illustrate different parts of the text differently. They usually have several ideas about how to illustrate each page before a final selection is made. As you read, look at the illustrations and think about how they add to the story. How would the story be if there were different illustrations? What if the cover was different?

During reading: Silently to self

After reading: Round robin--show your favorite illustration and why you like it, what would make it better?

Day 3:

Book specific activities
Arctic Journey:
Before reading: In our story, there are several things that happen that are problems. During your reading today, I want you to look for the problems and determine how they are fixed. Record your answers on the worksheet.

During reading: Rally Robin Read (Read with partner, paraphrase, then read your part)

After reading: complete and compare the worksheet on problem and solution

Going to Antarctica:

Before reading: What kind of a book would you say this is? (Non-fiction, informational, telling) Today when you read, I want you to play close attention to the special things the author has done to help you learn information about Antarctica. 

During reading: Rally Robin Read

After reading: complete worksheet on non-fiction books

Plenty of Penguins:

Before reading: This book has lots of "verbs" telling us what penguins do. I want you to read to see if you can find all of the different verbs used to tell us about what penguins do?

During reading: Rally Robin Read

After reading: Sentence strip Movement 

On sentence strips, write out several things penguins do. Students take turns being the leader and pointing to a strip while the others do the motion. (Penguins waddle; Penguins hop; Penguins swim; Penguins dive; Penguins make nests; Penguins rest; Penguins hatch.)

Follow the Polar Bear:

Before reading: This book has lots of "verbs" telling us what polar bears do. I want you to read to see if you can find all the different verbs used to tell us about what polar bears do?

During reading: Rally Robin Read

After reading: Sentence strip poetry

Place in a pocket chart:

Polar bears! Polar bears!

Polar bears ______________ everywhere!

(Program strips to read: follow, wait, cuddle, stand up, walk, explore, sniff, smell, tumble, slip, roll, run, swim, tear, rip, chew.) Students take turns being the leader and pointing to a strip while the others do the motion.
Day 4:

Focus on summary 

 Before reading: Today we will read our books one more time. This time, make sure you pay close attention to what the book is about. When you are done, I will have you write down what you think the summary of your book is.

During: Silently

After: Write down the summary of the book
Day 5:

Wrap up and comparisons of the books

Graphic organizer/matrix

	
	Arctic Journey
	Going to Antarctica
	Plenty of Penguins
	Follow the Polar Bears

	Summary


	An Inuit boy and his grandfather make the sled trip the winter camp on foot, while huskies pull the sled with their belongings. 
	Scientists take a ship to Antarctica and see icebergs, whales, seals, and penguins.
	Spectacular and realistic illustrations bring the fascinating world of penguins to life, depicting a variety of penguins, their living and eating habits, and even the excitement of newly-hatched baby penguins greeting the world!


	Two polar bear cubs are born and learn how to survive on their own.

	Type of book


	Realistic fiction
	Nonfiction/ descriptive
	Realistic fiction
	Realistic fiction

	3 facts you learned
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